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INTRODUCTION

The National Commission for the Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) wishes to build an
understanding of the link between the abolition of child labour and the programme
for universal education. Considering the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan’s (SSA) efforts in the
country to reach out-of-school children who comprise child labour, the NCPCR
considers it necessary to understand the dynamics of a child’s transition from work to
school. The Commission focused on the SSA’s work in Bihar because the incidence of
child labour is higher, as also are the numbers of children migrating to the far corners
of the country, both of which are matters of grave concern.

Bihar has the fourth highest incidence of child labour in the country with over 11 lakh
children in the 5-14 age-group engaged in child labour®. In terms of education too,
495/536 blocks of the state have been characterized as educationally backward with
21 lakh out-of-school children.? Nonetheless Bihar is taking steps to save the
childhood of numerous children who are unable to access schools. The Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan is mobilizing communities to send their children to Residential Bridge Course
(RBC) Camps as a first step to accessing education®. The Commission proposed to see
how such a programme is reaching remote areas and eliciting support from children,
parents and community alike.

A fact-finding team from the National Commission for the Protection of Child Rights,
comprising Dr. Shantha Sinha (Chairperson NCPCR), Mr. Venkat Reddy (National
Convenor, M V Foundation) and Ms. Spurthi Reddy (Consultant, NCPCR) visited Jamui
St 4™ June 2008. The visit was aimed at reviewing
the process of social mobilization for bringing children to RBCs, and to review the roles
played by the community and the education department officials of all levels in this
effort. The team visited two RBC camps in Jamui district operated by the Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan, Bihar government, and a non-residential bridge course (NRBC) camp in Patna
city run by an NGO, and interacted with the children, their parents, panchayat/ward
members and local government officials. Meetings were held with the Hon. Chief
Minister, Shri Nitish Kumar, the Chief Secretary and Secretaries of the relevant
departments.

and Patna districts of Bihar from 1

Presented here is a report of the team’s visit, its observations and its
recommendations.

! census India 2001

2 “Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan Seventh Joint Review Mission: Bihar State Report”, February 2008.
http://www.ssa.nic.in/17pdf%20%20files/Microsoft%20Word%20-%20BIHAR FINAL.pdf

3 ‘Bridge-courses’ are accelerated learning programmes which impart age appropriate educational skills
to out-of-school children in the age-group of 9-14 years.
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OBJECTIVE OF THE VISIT

In its visits around the country to review the situation of child labour, the Commission
has often found numerous children from Bihar working in a variety of works such as
cotton farming, jewelry making, domestic help, zari-work and many more. That
children in hundreds are migrating from one state was cause for the NCPCR to visit the
state and review the steps being taken to arrest this migration.

Meanwhile the Commission received information that in the last couple of months
over 1200 children in Bihar have been stopped from leaving their homes for work, as
they were motivated to seek education through bridge-course camps. According to
informal sources, about 400 such children were stopped in Sitamarhi district alone.
This success was attributed to the social mobilization measures initiated by the Bihar
Education Department, which convinced children, parents and community to send
children to the bridge-course camps and repose trust in the government officials to
care and protect them.

These parents and communities are some of the poorest in the country. One of the
core issues in the transition of children from work to school is considered to be
‘poverty’. Jamui presents a situation where some of the most impoverished families
have foregone the benefits of their children’s work in support of their education,
which is being provided by the state. It was important to document this for advocating
government support to education.

Next, the SSA-RBC program’s approach links the issue of child labour with universal
elementary education. By working at the grassroots the government has been
successful in reaching all out-of-school children (potential child labour) irrespective of
the forms of labour they were engaged in. Such an inclusive approach helps build
consensus in the community about the encroachment on children’s rights by child
labour and spreads the message of education amongst all. This is a precious instance
of a ‘government-engineered-social-mobilization for education’ in one of the most
underdeveloped areas of the country.

The Commission chose to visit Jamui because of its inaccessibility, tribal population,
and large numbers of out of school children. Moreover Jamui has naxalite presence
and the Commission is looking at systems that can protect children’s rights in areas
affected by civil-unrest. Schools are one of the principal institutions through which
children’s rights can be protected and propagated, and assume greater significance in
unstable situations. If such development programmes can be effectively
operationalised by the government in a Naxalite affected district it is possible in any
district, irrespective of its inaccessibility, underdevelopment, and status of civil
(un)rest. Moreover if it is happening in one state of the country, other states should



also be able to provide assistance to people through implementing developmental
programmes and developing social assets.

The Commission considers it important to bring attention to such initiatives in order to
stress the crucial need for government support to universal education. The Bihar
government’s efforts in Jamui presented a prime example which needed to be studied
for advocacy with the central government and other state governments as well.



A SILENT MOVEMENT TOWARDS UNIVERSALISATION OF EDUCATION:
RESIDENTIAL BRIDGE COURSE CAMPS

The indicators for children in Bihar are quite dismal. The state average of underweight
children (under-3 age group) has increased to 58% in NFHS 3, as compared to 54% in
NFHS 2 and is 12 points higher than the national average. ‘Infant mortality rate’ rests
at an alarming 62 per 1000 children and anemia affects 87.6% of children (6-35
months age-group) as compared to the national average of 79%.% Further ‘census
2001’ has recorded the presence of nearly 3 lakh child labourers (age-group of 5-14
years) in Bihar. Of these children, 20% belong to SC/ST categories and 2.5 lakh children
are engaged in the rural sector.”

The NCPCR team visited two RBC camps in Jhajha block of Jamui district. Jamui is one
of the least developed districts in the country with a literacy level of 42.74%, and a sex
ratio of 918 women to 1000 men, that is below the state ratio of 921:1000 and the
national sex ratio of 933:1000.° As regards children’s education, there are over 71000
out-of-school children from a total of 4 lakh children in the 6-14 age-group in Jamui,
which means that approximately every sixth child is out-of school.’

These are alarming statistics calling for comprehensive strategies to be initiated
immediately. There are a total of 32 government RBCs operating in Jamui presently.
The two RBC camps we visited were located in Budhikhada and Shvimandir Baliyadih
villages of Jhajha block. These RBCs had girls from the SC and ST communities, in
particular from the Santhal tribes. The gram panchayats® that these 2 villages are part
of do not have primary schools in all the villages, have only one middle-school for the
entire panchayat, and have no high-school.’® Infact there is only one high-school for
the entire block which is situated near the Jhajha block headquarters. Setting up RBC
camps to educate children who in many instances have never been to school, is a
monumental challenge that the Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan officials have undertaken Table 1: Number of RBCs in Jamui district having
. . majority girls from a particular community8
successfully. The process by which children | scheduled Scheduled Minority Mixed
are motivated to join schools is described | Castes Tribes
below. 18 6 3 2

* National Family Health Survey (NFHS).

> Census India 2001.

® National Family Health Survey (NFHS), Bihar Shiksha Pariyojna Project
(http://www.bsppssa.org/household/household.htm) and Census India 2001.

" DISE Survey2006 and Census 2001.

8 Source: District Collectorate, Jamui.

® Gram Panchayat: local government body at the village level.

10 primary School has classes upto 5" standard. Middle-school has classes upto 8" standard, and High
School has classes upto 12" standard.
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Social Mobilization

The SSA officials of Jamui decided to begin by setting up RBC camps for girls. They
were assisted by NGOs such as Pratham, M V Foundation and UNICEF. For mobilizing
children to enroll in one RBC, they visited all the villages in that gram panchayat.
These villages were often inaccessible by road and required the local officials and NGO
representatives to trek through many kilometers of jungle and mountains. After
arriving in the villages they conducted choupal™

and door-to-door meetings to explain the

concept of the RBC and encouraged parents and "agar hamare Iiye school

the community.to .send their children tco the hOtCl, to hum bhi padhne
three-day motivation-camp. In Budhikhada ) ”
jaate

village alone 292 children turned up for the first
motivation camplz.

The motivation camp was set up in the village to convince the parents and the
children of the value of education and build confidence of the parents to send their
children to the RBC camp. During the motivation camp the teachers identify which
children to enroll in the RBC, who can be enrolled in schools, and what other state
facilities can be extended to the rest. **

Community Support for RBCs

The success of the mobilization effort can be gauged by the fact that nearly 150-200
children participated in every motivation-camp, and all the parents were keen to have
their children enrolled in the RBC. Though this was heartening for the SSA officials,
considering that each RBC only has a capacity of 50 children, it also presented a
dilemma- of having to deny admission. This was resolved by setting up criteria for
admittance. They decided to select the older girls in the age-group of 11-14 years
because the older girls of 13 and 14 years would lose the eligibility to join RBCs later,
and the younger girls could join next year. Further priority was given to children from
backward groups. Despite this there were many eligible girls in each village, and to
avoid conflict and discord amongst the parents, the officials requested the village
community to decide which girl children they would like to send to the RBC. The
community was advised to select children based on the above criteria and give
preference to orphan girls. In Shivmandir Baliyadih camp there were 10 orphan girls.
All this builds community support for all children. It was also inspiring to note that
married girls are attending these RBC camps with the support of not just their own
families but their in-laws as well, which is a rare occurrence. The success of the
mobilization campaign and the trust the education department has been able to

1 Choupal: central gathering place in a village.
12 See Box 1 for details on “tasks of social mobilisers’
13 See Box 2 for details on the ‘motivation camp’.
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develop is evident in that there are presently a total of 100 married girls in all RBCs of
Jamui.** The children were also happy in the RBC and each said that they could bring
another 3-4 children to join.

The girls who have joined the RBC are from the most backward sections of the region-
Santhal tribals, Musahars, Doms, and Dalit Muslims. State figures show that girls from
scheduled castes (SC) community, 23%, form the greatest proportion of children in the
RBCs, followed by boys from the same community (20%). Children from the scheduled
tribes (ST) community form 22% of the RBC students, and 11% of the children are
from minority communities. These children were engaged in varied work such as
agricultural labour, cattle-herding, domestic work, beedi-rolling, brick-kiln workers,
firewood collection, etc with over 69% of the children in RBcs engaged in the first
three works. Some communities amongst these are more deprived and under-
developed. For example in the Musahar community, the female literacy rate is 3.9%
and only 9.8% of the children in the 5-14 age-group attend school.’” Taking note of
this SSA started RBCs specifically enlisting children from such backward communities.
In Jamui district 17 RBC camps have specially enrolled children from the Manijhi
community and 3 RBCs for minority Muslim community children.

Community involvement in RBCs is also fostered by recruiting teachers from amongst
them. Sometimes till the teachers were appointed the educated youth of the village
conducted the teaching activities in the camp. In some areas the communities were so
motivated that they provided security to the RBC camp, in one instance a man would
guard the camp with bows and arrows at night. In others the communities have made
all arrangements of residential facilities with fan and solar light, and are awaiting the
education department to start the RBC. The local village panchayats have provided
water-handpumps, constructed toilets, and installed solar lamps, from the panchayat
funds; and the local village community has provided food materials. Other officials
have also lent support to the camps from time-to-time. A link has been established
with the NPEGEL (National Programme for Education of Girls at Elementary Level) to
provide facilities for the girl children in the camps.

The parents of the children in the camps have been at their supporting best. They are
happy that their children are getting educated. Before the start of the RBCs most
children were working. Enrolling such children in full-time schools meant that
adjustments had to be made by the family, especially the adults, to take on the work
rendered by the children. Nevertheless when the parents were asked whether they
entailed greater hardship, they replied that they do not mind the extra work to help
provide their children a better future. Many also said that poverty is not an
impediment to education, since the government is providing free schools, textbooks,
uniforms and other facilities to assist children’s education.

1% Local education official of Jamui.
15 Census 2001
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Government Officials and Social Change

The RBCs and schools are engineering a social change in the area. It is not just the
parents who are dreaming of a better future for their children but the community and
the government as well. An example of this is Siddheshwari village of Jhajha block
which is comprised of eight clans that were at loggerheads with each other. Concerted
efforts of the local officials resulted in the clans setting aside their differences and
starting a RBC camp for all their children.

It is pertinent to share another experience of the Commission in this regard. On the
day of the visit the Maoist Coordination Centre (MCC) called for a bandh and it was
not advisable to travel to Budikhada village. However on the persistence of the
mukhiya (local elected representative) that the entire community looked forward to
interacting with NCPCR’s team, the team was persuaded to visit and was escorted to
the village by them. Though the meeting was scheduled for the morning half, about
250 villagers turned up for the meeting at the RBC camp, in the evening. It showcased
the resolve of the community to ensure a better education for all their children,
overriding concerns of a naxalite bandh. In such an area too, the education
department officials have been successful in mobilizing people for education and they
operate without any fear. In this context an education department driver of the
neighbouring district of Lakhisarai told us, “SSA ki jeep kahi bhi jaa sakti hai” (the SSA
jeep can go anywhere)!

12




PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE COMMISSION’S VISIT

Photo 1: A student of Shivmandir Baliyadih RBC with her mother.

,,,,,

|
|
.

Photo 2: Dr. Shantha Slnha and Mr. R. Venkat Reddy at the ‘public hearing’ in Shivmandir Baliyadih
RBC.
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Photo 4: Release of child rights posters at the Bal Adhikar Suraksha Samiti Inaguration on 3"
2008, in Patna.
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Photo 5: Girls rolling beedis in Baliyadih village (Jhajha block, Jamui)

Photo 6: Girls at the Budhikhad RBC (Jhajha block, Jamui)

18 The photographs in this section were taken by Jeevika Chhatwal, Noorjahan Momin, Preeti Prakash
and Sneha Chhaterjee. They were the UNICEF (KCCI) Interns hosted at NCPCR in June 2008.
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Photo 7: Solar Lamp donated by the Gram Panchayat at RBC Bhandra (Giddhour block, Jamui)

Photo 8: Married girls at the RBC Bhandara (Barhat block, Jam_ui)
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Photo 9: Meal Chart at RBC Shivmandir Baliyadih (Jhajha block, Jamui)

Photo 10: Mid-day Meal at RBC Dhigra (Lakshmipur block, Jamui)
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Photo 11: Daily Routine Chart at RBC Bhandra (Barhat block, Jamui)
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR BIHAR

By undertaking exercises of social mobilization the government, in partnership with
NGOs, has generated a massive demand for education amongst children and their
parents. Therefore the first step is to increase the numbers of RBC camps and enroll
all eligible children. The Bihar government is currently operating over 1200 camps
with about 70,000 children in the entire state, and is planning to increase the numbers
to meet the demand.

Starting RBC camps for girls has generated greater demand not just for more camps
for girls, but camps for boys as well. As the mukhiya of Budhikhada village put it, “jitna
dhyan beti par, utna dhyan beta par” (whatever concern is shown for the girls, the
same concern should be shown towards the boys). The excitement of going to school
and learning has been raised amongst all children. There is now a need to pay equal
attention to our boy’s education. As one boy woefully put it- “agar hamare liye school
hota to hum bhi padhne jaate” (If there was a school for us, even we would go to
study).

Children currently enrolled in RBCs will complete the course in January 2009 and will
need to be enrolled in formal schools from the next academic session. Thus the
second step is to prepare individual plans for mainstreaming the children into full-time
formal schools. This needs to begin now for effective transition next year. The status
of welfare hostels assumes importance in the scenario where schools are not available
in the children’s villages. In this case children will have to be accommodated in the
hostels and enrolled in the nearest government schools. This requires coordination
between the department of education and the SC, ST and BC welfare departments so
that full benefits can be provided. Hostels must be equipped and capacities enhanced
to receive children from RBCs.

The teachers and school administration of all schools where children from RBCs join
should be trained to help these children adjust to the school environment. Most of
these children are first-generation learners and as such are disadvantaged as
compared to other more fortunate children. The parents of first-generation learners
could also be ill-equipped to understand

school practices and thus unable to help their

children. The teachers should be sensitized to

“Aapko nahin pata ki help the parents’ help their children better,
hume high school thus contributing to an improved quality of
chahiye?" education. The social mobilisers can play an

important role here by providing assistance to

the teachers and monitoring the progress of
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these children in school.

Education volunteers need to be identified for “ . .
: Kothi mein padhna
every village so that they can keep track of L. ] .
children’s continuance in school. Jamui district ham,]hopdl mein
has appointed Bal Shiksha Hitaishis who assist achcha nahi lagta-’"
children in their school-work beyond school-
hours. An explanation of their role and
responsibility will throw important light on the assistance that children require. Each
Bal Shiksha Hitaishi is responsible for some 15-20 children. This volunteer’s work
begins at 6 in the morning, when (s)he does a round of the village and wakes up the
children. (S)he then ensures that they get neatly dressed for school and gathers them
in one place. Then they do some physical exercise and prepare for the day’s classes for
about an hour. After this (s)he takes them to school. Then again, after school ends,
(s)he collects them from school and spends another 2 hours with them and helps
them with the day’s lessons and homework. This person is paid Rs. 2000 per month by
the government. These community education volunteers help children develop skills
and knowledge that enhances their school participation. It was reported that other
districts too had recruited social mobilisers from among the educated youth in the
community. The scope of these ‘bal shiksha hitaishis’ should be enlarged to support
children from RBCs who have enrolled in schools. They may be given additional
training for this.

The RBCs have ignited a desire amongst parents for a complete education for their
children. Having started on the path of education, children, their parents and
communities are not content to stop half-way. They wish to tread the high-way to
complete education but there are many challenges for this to be realized. Firstly, easy
access to schools up till the 10™ class is not available for all villages. In Budhikhada
village the high school is situated 25 kilometers away at Jhajha block and there are no
regular public transport facilities from the village to the block. In such cases girls are
forced to discontinue education. This prompted one old tribal mother to stop the
NCPCR team’s vehicle and question the lack of high school in her village. When asked
why she didn’t state this problem in the meeting, she responded, “aapko nahi pataa
hai, ki hame high school chahiye?” (don’t you know that we need a high-school?
Should we have to ask for it?). This question eloquently summarises how the right to
education has been internalized by the people of Jamui, and how parents will leave no
stone unturned to secure their children’s education. This is a call to the government to
improve access to all schools firstly, by starting more schools, and secondly, by
providing safe and reliable transport to access far-off schools.

Infrastructure of both the RBC camps as well as schools needs to be improved. There
is no excuse for condemning children to study in hovels with specks of light chancing
in and inadequate facilities. As one eight year old we met during the visit to

20



Kamlanehru Nagar Basti of Patna said, “kothi mein padhna hain, jhopdi mein achcha
nahi lagta!” (we want to study in a building, we don’t like studying in a hut).
Presently the primary school runs from a small tenement. In this basti a very good
concrete building, currently being used as a NRBC (Non-Residential Bridge Course),
was offered to the local school for usage. However the teachers had rejected such
offers. This is a classic case of teachers resisting a move to better facilities as it would
enhance the visibility of the school and inturn their performance. After our visit to the
Patna slum, we were told that there are a number of un-used government buildings in
Patna city which can be used as schools. Coordination between the different
departments is required so that the existing facilities can be used efficiently for
children’s education. Simultaneously teachers should be supported and their work
continually monitored by the department.

Jamui presented an example where the government has placed trust in the last
worker and supported them in fulfilling this task of social mobilization. The flexibility
and decentralization of decision-making power has played an important role in the
success of the programme.The team found the commitment of local officials
impressive. It would like to know more about the interventions of the authorities that
emowered these officials to take on this arduous task of community mobilization to
bring children to RBCs.

21



INSIGHTS FOR NATIONAL POLICY

There are lessons to be learnt from the Bihar experience for adoption in the entire
country. Presented here are three interventions which will further the realization and
protection of children’s rights in schools and through schools.

Social Mobilization

The role of social mobilization for furthering education cannot be stressed adequately.
“If children can be prevented from joining the work-force through the counseling of
parents, children and the employers, much of the task of various government
departments and ministries would be reduced. It is vital to ensure that children stay at
home and go to formal government schools rather than leave home to work full time.
Since the prevailing social norm justifies the working of children using the ‘poverty
argument’, sustained social mobilization is required to change this societal norm”."
This can only be achieved when a person is nominated solely for this task. Further, the
government should consider appointing such an education volunteer with the
exclusive responsibility of helping children who are making the transition from RBC to

formal school.

The SSA-Bihar’s success is special because it started with the mobilization of girls and
has succeeded in opening over 32 only-girls RBCs in Jamui. It was an astute step of the
officials because, had they started by setting up an RBC camp for boys, the demand
for RBC camps for girls would never have gained momentum. Moreover because the
SSA officials started with the most neglected group of children- girls, that too
adolescent girls in the age-group of 12-15, and from the most backward communities-
it gave them the confidence to continue this endeavour.

Education Volunteer for Improving Child Participation in Schools

Secondly, the Bihar Government’s education volunteer, ‘bal shiksha hitaishi’ is
improving children’s participation in school and retaining them. Apart from engaging
the child in positive activities after-school, this also helps keep the child away from
any after-school work. Wholesome development of a child can only be achieved if a
child is engaged in age-appropriate creative activities the entire day. One cannot
consider school participation as the limited set of 5-6 hours that the child spends in
the school premises, but the other activities that he/she does which contribute to
making the child an active participant in school. This is another reason why children
should only study and not work, because work results in a compromise of the child’s

1 «“Apolition of Child Labour in India-Strategies for the Eleventh Five year Plan”, National Commission

for Protection of Child Rights, August 2007. Pg.22.
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participation in school. Consequently this may also result in children dropping-out of
school due to non-performance and the associated discomfiture.

Government Capability in Protecting Children’s Rights

The government is capable of protecting children’s rights under all conditions, even of
civil or social unrest. Jamui’s education programme is a case-in-point for all areas
affected by civil unrest where the State has succeeded in providing education to
children, protecting their rights through schools and generating awareness in the
community. It has also showcased that a synergy between the government and the
community would pave the way for protection of children’s rights and in the process
enable the deepening of democracy as well as harmonize societies.

23



CONCLUSION

The Commission was pleased to note the efforts being undertaken by the Government
of Bihar to educate its children. These efforts are already paying returns. As
mentioned earlier at least 1200 children were stopped from migrating out of the State
in search of work this year, because they were enrolled in RBCs and schools. Bihar is
one of the largest exporters of child labour in the country and such efforts are playing
a pioneering role in safeguarding children’s rights, not just to education but also care
and development, and saving them from exploitative and hazardous work and living
conditions.

The RBC camps are spinning a net of hope and confidence in the far-flung districts of
India. By bringing education to the door-step of some of the most backward
communities of India, the government is equipping children to lead a fulfilling and
self-reliant life. As one girl of 13 remarked when asked how she has become so
hoshiyaar (smart), “chaar mahine se padh rahe hain, forward nahi banenge!”*® This
girl had never been to school and might have never stepped out of her village before
joining the RBC camp. If an RBC camp can instill such confidence and positive self-
appraisal in four months, one can only imagine what full-time formal schooling can
achieve.

The ‘social mobilization for education’ has made the community aware of children’s
needs and enabled them to protect the rights of their children. This inclusive process
provides space for everyone to contribute towards the development of children’s
rights, and builds a norm within the community of thinking for ‘all’ its children without
favour and discrimination. An inclusive social mobilization process is the only practical
solution.

It was heartening to also witness the astuteness, enthusiasm and dedication of the
local education department officials in prioritizing the neglected groups of children for
enrollment to RBCs (such as girls, older girls in the age-group of 12-15 and children
from backward communities), mobilizing parental and community support, drawing
support from other departments, and liaising with local NGO members. The
government’s community education volunteer programme is a unique step of the
Bihar SSA that can be adopted by the other State Governments.

In its visits to other states, the Commission has always found children from Bihar
comprising the majority of child labour. When the other state governments are
pressed to repatriate these children to Bihar, they respond by saying that ‘the children
always return’. After witnessing the efforts of the Bihar government, the Commission

18 «“\We are studying since four months, will we not become forward!”
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shall renew pressure on the various State governments to increase their efforts of
sending the children back.

This visit to Jamui and Patna was a fruitful one and the Commission hopes that the

same tempo of work will be sustained so that all children are brought into the fold of
education and out of child labour very soon.
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ANNEXURE 1
Programe of the Visit
2 June 2008

Visit to two RBCs in Jhajha block of Jamui district.

3 June 2008
9.00 a.m. — 10.00 a.m. Visit an NRBC camp in Kamalanehru nagar slum of Patna city

10.30 a.m. —1.30 p.m. Inauguration of Bal Adhikar Suraksha Samiti at Taramandal,
Patna®®

6.30 p.m. Meeting with the Hon. Chief Minister, Shri. Nitish Kumar

4 June 2008
10.00 a.m. — 12.00 a.m. Meeting with the Chief Secretary and other Secretaries.

12.00 a.m. — 1.00 p.m. Press Meet

19 See Annexure 2 for report on “Inaguration of Bal Adhikar Suraksha Samiti’
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ANNEXURE 2

Inauguration of the ‘Bal Adhikar Suraksha Samiti’, 3 June 2008, Taramandal, Patna.

‘Bal Adhikar Suraksha Samiti’ (BASS) is an association of teachers, panchayat and ward
representatives and NGO workers, which has been formed with the express purpose
of safeguarding children’s rights in Bihar. Dr. Shantha Sinha inaugurated the Samiti on
3" June 2008 at Taramandal in Patna city. Other distinguished persons who
participated in the meeting were Shri. Ramdev Prasad (Chairperson, Bihar Child
Labour Committee), Shri. A. K. Pandey (Programme Officer, SSA, Bihar), and Mr. R.
Venkat Reddy (National Convener, M V Foundation).The meeting was attended by
over 200 people who have been actively working in eight districts of Bihar, namely,
Patna, Sitamarhi, Sheohar, Araria, Kishanganj, Jamui, Vaishali and Rohtas. Smt.
Abhalata was chosen as the President of the BASS.

Speaking on the occasion, Shri. Ramdev Prasad said that all out-of-school children
should be considered child labour. This is because if children are not attending school
for a long period of time, the parents then compel them to work either in their own
home, fields or village, or migrate in search of work. He also demanded that all child
labour should be regarded as hazardous in nature and urged one and all to work
towards total abolition of child labour. He went on to state that poverty cannot be
considered as a deterrent to education, because the state is providing free schooling,
uniforms, mid-day meals, cycles etc. SSA’s success is dependent on rooting out child
labour and out-of-school children. Shri. Prasad also called for stricter enforcement of
child labour laws and presented a set of demands that the Bal Adhikar Suraksha Samiti
can raise.

1. He asked the BASS to request all people’s representatives, IAS- IPS officers,
teachers, etc to voluntarily declare that they will not use child labour.

2. All political parties should be asked to declare that none of their party
members shall use child labour.

3. To strengthen enforcement of child labour law, the names of violators should
be publicized so as to act as a deterrent.

Shri. A. K. Pandey shared the government’s plan to start RBCs in every block of the
state. Smt. Abharani also spoke on the occasion saying that education is a means to
social change and the Bihar Government is committed to this goal.

Delivering the inaugural address Dr. Shantha Sinha said that we must recognize that
child labour is not due to poverty but that poverty is a result of child labour. Children
are cheap forms of labour who are submissive and can be made to work long hours.
Using child labour only benefits the employer and not the child. She said that
wherever child labour has been eradicated, the wages of adults have appreciated.
Citing the example of Rangareddy District of Andhra Pradesh, Dr. Sinha stated that
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due to the abolishment of child labour in over 1000 villages, the wages of women have
tripled. If there is no child labour then adults can earn more and poverty will be
reduced. Taking this argument forward she demanded that all poverty alleviation
programmes should have a child labour elimination component.

During this and other visits, the Commission has witnessed a massive demand for
education amongst the poorest of the poor. The poor believe that through education
their children will gain self confidence, will develop and will have ‘freedom’.
“Education is the way to freedom”. Noting the important role that BASS can play, she
said that BASS should help parents in their battle for children’s education. She said
that members of BASS and like organizations/associations are the Commission’s
partners in realizing children’s rights. At the village and community level, children are
people with names and faces and not mere statistics. Without this civil society support
the government will be unable to fully realize the goal of education for all.

Commending the SSA and state government for its efforts of bringing children to RBC
camps she said that if 70000 children are presently enrolled in camps, then this means
that 70000 individual plans were made at the ground level. Without this detail of
work, it is impossible to bring children to school. She said that this same tempo of
work should be sustained for another 5 years if all children have to be brought into
the fold of education, and abolish child labour.

Dr. Sinha concluded by saying that it is time to recognize the good work that is being
done in the field of education in the state, and that there are many lessons that other
states can learn from Bihar.
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ANNEXURE 3

Recommendations of NCPCR to Chief Secretary, Bihar

6™ June 2008
Dear

On behalf of the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights, (NCPCR)
and its team which included Mr. R. Venkat Reddy and Ms. Spurthi Reddy, | wish to
thank the Bihar administration for all the arrangements made during our visit to the
State from 1% to 4™ June 2008. We would particularly like to thank Mr. R. J. M. Pillai,
Chief Secretary, for chairing the meeting of the Secretaries and offering to take
immediate steps based on our suggestions.

During our visit to the residential bridge-course camps in Jamui it was
heartening to see the enthusiasm of the children in the RBC camp, the support of the
parents and the community and, most importantly, the dedication of the local
education department officers who have succeeded in convincing the girls and their
parents to enroll in the RBC camps. We also visited a non-residential bridge course
camp in Kamla Nagar basti of Patna. Based on our interaction with the students,
parents, local community, elected panchayat representatives, local administration and
NGO workers we present the following issues for immediate action. Some of these
were also raised in the meeting with the Chief Secretary and other Secretaries, held
on 4™ June 2008.

Strengthen Bridge-Courses and Schools
1. Increase capacities of RBCs wherever there is demand, with an emphasis to

saturate the areas affected by conflict.

2. Begin planning for mainstreaming all children in the RBCs into formal
schools.

3. There should be increased integration between the Education Department
and the SC/ST and BC/OBC Welfare Departments, for the use of the welfare
hostels to accommodate the children who have newly joined schools after
completing courses from the RBC. The capacities of these hostels should
also be increased.

4. School Infrastructure: Some schools in Patna are reported as having
inadequate physical infrastructure such as school buildings. It has been
brought to our notice that there are several unutilized buildings belonging
to various departments that can be used as schools. We request the Chief
Secretary to consider giving an executive order for utilization of all such
buildings for school purposes.
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Documentation

5.

‘Bal Shiksha Hitaishi’” —the community education volunteer is a successful
strategy in the state. The Education department should document the
profile, work and reasons of success of this community education
volunteer, for nation-wide dissemination.

The Education Department to commission a study to document and
analyse the processes by which children are being brought to RBCs and
then mainstreamed into schools. The NCPCR can facilitate such a study if
the Education department can finance it.

Child Labour

7.

The government must strengthen its capacities to receive its own child
labour who are repatriated from other states. These children should be
immediately enrolled in residential bridge camps so as to reduce the
possibility of their re-migration.

In Bihar at present the NCLP schools are being operated by NGOs. These
should be integrated with government functioning. Also cooperation
between the NCLP and SSA must be initiated to achieve universal coverage
of all children out of school.

Enforcement of the child labour laws should be a priority concern of the
NCLP and the Labour Department.

Panchayats and Child Rights Monitoring

10.

11.

The panchayats and local administrative bodies should be enabled to
monitor children and their status at the gram panchayat level. The
Panchayati Raj Ministry, GOl has chosen 34 of Bihar’s districts for a direct
allocation of Rs. 1 crore, for capacity building measures. These finances
can be used for imparting child rights training to the panchayat
representatives. Moreover, the NCPCR has prepared a module for training
on child rights which can be incorporated in the panchayati raj
representatives training schedules. This module shall be sent to you
shortly.

Under the Backward Region Grant Fund (BRGF) programme two blocks in 5
districts of Bihar will be chosen to equip gram panchayats for protection of
children’s rights in a systematic fashion. This involves preparing all the
gram panchayats in the select blocks to monitor the status of the children
in their constituency, protect their rights and strengthen the capacities of
all the institutions/departments in delivering of services to children.
Further the processes introduced at the level of the gram panchayats
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would

inform the block/mandal level panchayat as well as the zilla

panchayats.

A detailed note on this shall be sent to you shortly. The NPCR shall facilitate
this process and depute Mr. Dheer Jhingran and Mr. Venkat Reddy to

discuss this initiative in detail with the Government of Bihar. The support of
all the relevant departments is requested for this.

Giving every child an access to education up to class ten and investing in
providing all that is necessary to make education happen, we feel can ensure a secure
freedom for these children and their families and even deepen democracy. We look
forward to working with the Bihar Government to further children’s rights and seek
your support in this endeavour. A detailed report of the Commission’s visit shall be
sent to you shortly.

With regards

To,

Yours Sincerely

Sd.
Shantha Sinha

Mr. R.J. Mohan Pillai
Chief Secretary
Government of Bihar

C.C. Mr.
Mr.

. Vijay Prakash, Principal Secretary (Social Welfare).

. Deepak Kumar, Secretary (Health).

. Afzal Amanullah, Principal Secretary (Education).

. Pancham Lal, Principal Secretary (Panchayati Raj).

. Vijay Shankar, Principal Secretary (Cabinet Coordination).

Mr.

Anjani Kumar Singh, Principal Secretary (Education).
Vlyas, Secretray (Labour), Government of Bihar.

Rajesh Bhushan, SPD-SSA.

District Collector, Jamui
District Collector, Patna

Copy also to:

Mr.

R. Venkat Reddy, M.V. Foundation, 201/202, Narayan Apartments,

West Marredpally, Secunderabad-500026 (Andhra Pradesh)
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ANNEXURE 4

State-wise Distribution of Working Children according to 1971,1981. 1991 and

2001 Census in the age group 5-14 years

S.No. |Name of the State/UT 1971 1981 1991 2001+
1 _|Andhra Pradesh 1627492 1951312] 1661940 1363339
2 * * 327598

Assam
F '| S

239349

4Pl
616913

351416
44 I

15661

8561

4 |Gujarat 518061 523585 485530
5 |Haryana 137826 194189 109691 253491
6 |Himachal Pradesh 71384 99624 56438 107774
7 |Jammu & Kashmir 70489 258437 * 175630
8 |Karnataka 808719 1131530 976247 822615
9 |Kerala 111801 92854 34800 26156
10 |Madhya Pradesh 1112319 1698597 1352563| 1065259
11 |Maharashtra 988357 1557756 1068427 764075
12 |Chhattisgarh 364572
13 |Manipur 16380 20217 16493 28836
14 |Meghalaya 30440 44916 34633 53840
15 |Jharkhand 407200
16 |Uttaranchal 70183
17 |Nagaland 13726 16235 16467 45874
18 |Orissa 492477 702293 452394 377594
19 |Punjab 232774 216939 142868 177268

5598

16457

West Bngal

17490

511443

24204
el

605263

22 |Tamil Nadu 713305 975055 578889 418801
23 |Tripura

711691

21756

857087

** Census could not be conducted
** Census figures 1971 in respect of Mozoram included under Assam.
“** includes marginal workers also.

Source: Ministry of Labour-Government of India

26 |Andaman & Nicobar Island 572 1309 1265 1960
27 |Arunanchal Pradesh 17925 17950 12395 18482
28 |Chandigarh 1086 1986 1870 3779
29 |Dadra & Nagar Haveli 3102 3615 4416 4274
30 |Delhi 17120 25717 27351 41899
31 |Daman and Diu 7391 9378 941 729
32 |Goa 4656 4138
33 |Lakshadweep 97 56 34 27
34 |Mizoram e 6314 16411 26265
35 |Pondicherry 3725 3606 2680 1904

Total 10753985 | 13640870 | 11285349 | 12666377

Note: * 1971 Census figures of Assam includes figures of Mozoram.

Note: Of the four states with the highest child labour Andhra Pradesh is the only with reducing numbers of child

labour. And this has much to do with the efforts of the AP government to bring children to the fold of education

through RBCs.
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ANNEXURE 5

Setting up an RBC in Teka Manjhi’s Village20

ATl el a1 =1 el g9t 9 T8,

AT @1 SRIol § AT HRAT dr 2|
AT # 3 1 T Ahedrell B el T BT SMET B gd 7 | oW # 4 o
B0 TS, HRIHH USIHEN), [ER e uRare uRvg & SEded ddl &
iy dorm &1 dio vHo =1, forer Riern srefierd—ws—Riar erisd waad, faer R
IRITSTT, STHS & B Td AIGeNd AAHTgded BT Aadl fold A AEd b D
T AR H A o SR Bl T Bl e Al BT H U gRpR SR
S | 39 e ARl T U & 918 S5 1 UIosAT 1 I8 aid F9 H AR — “go
and get it done.” fUBe U&h d¥ ¥ TFIAR A%Bedl & AU I WMUT HRd g9 4R
qrgrell @& AT U R B Y@ {8 R B o W 99 g=M 991 S @l it
3! faenery 3 gexa faa™ # @i 991 Wharar T8l urly | faar fafae gan, e
B3 3R IR ®R W UH 5 el AN A B [ AT — @A ISROT
S| Sl BF o1 s Sfel 11 a9 F W B 99 o ol Aefrd ARl d R 6L
Y €, I YU SMaTIY SgaReN & agq e ¥ kel O |

U BfS Akl ol I8 @RISR dfead & Fev H | U TR Bl 91 By dew

W AW T, 3O AU fdeasy @ U Ao SRR ouRerd o | wmetiie
HEAIRET iR ATsl 99el & SR R §9ad af f[Jer Rien uRasEr &1 Qe
AR & 21 9 A B # gRArer T SR 4 S Iwar & Hery forn
AT U Y FATS BT TG DI UlHAT BT AWM b |

AN SRV T & FAldd oG SFe—olile R F&R & 9f 4o
PITS | oI H Py IARIGD AT SHRGR AW MY, 304 BRI B IS HITh
arlt A Renm & fow e o @1 gewed yefa far) s 9§ e 9@ oA #
qdad 9 dTell dsd! s H gd) T oi—"RIEr & 9 &1 /e 81, THDI areY
Safear | AR BT & B ANATaDT 7 AT 3R T Reell # fofl iR & W
H AIBR FR BT S gfeEdt wgy, fGo— a-ee @rean, Mdn, fo— g@Eaa oo, |aRa,

20 Report prepared by Kartik Jha, Assistant Programme Officer, Bihar Shiksha Pariyojana Parishad.
33



fYo— @0 TR RIS BI a0 gATdR Do H e YU Bl Sl AT | USg H
BT PR & Ager, fGo—s AFIMET 7 R A R 3RO 10 A0 PIh- Bl AUAT
JMRIET a9 gU USld M § bR &) faam| d=mga ufd=iedl 7 |ier dge

e 31| B8d & Aheldl IABdgT bl Holl © | S Boll Pl of Adhed BT HIRal

U a7 99 g H ugd T 98l & AW ¥ el § RERT Bkl B | uds |l R
ATl R &1 I8 g dnders el d B a)a & 99 9 S ST g |
AF—aRBT YR G AN A $@ [hailHier ey I8 g UEe eArerd d ol
14 fPaAMier SR d BT AR IJERYT & 8l W & o dIF BIC—BIET aRard!
Afedt BT IR HRAT USAT © | IRBIURR UBISAT & s¢ g a9 39 719 H T 40
W g, o= Hish 99e & o 400 ANT 310 Rl @I @ 2 7 | faer @
R G- TP gedraR el 8l 8| a”dd ¥ 9 71d Bl & & 915 AeH! b
IR FFdT & — T IR H IRA B S gY B8 B d1d g 27

Xkko dk n ; Vidk ek>h dk %j
Tepfcl d1 e H 1 IR 3MR JURTET I Uh ol AT U &9 H FHS 89
Ma H T W BR Bl g9rge QAT Rl T el Y ydw PR e | RS Y R
FE W B—TREN & T T B A TR IHIGR AW | 39 WG & el o AeAfrw
eI 8g 9 b UP TG ¥ fdernerge — uio fdo SIRfeiR | wmHifre Refd s
IHR @ 7 & g &1 e @ gear feneg # SuRafa oot 98 &1 urdr or | R T4
¥ waifoe Riferg afdd € s aRea A S a9 U fdy 8¢ & | Haitd
Riférd 89 & SR 9 TG 9l @& I gReAT & AW W W O 21 79 & ameR
BTl AT BT b Afex 2, foId 99T # SRS BT U a1 AT gef © | U AREI®
9o § Sl QX T BT ghallar wad 2, f §¢ & AN ol 81 | a7 28.12.07 &l
APy YES DR T & AGR 9 TG B AR WY T | dqad 8, W A<HT W
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BT Jfdeqr fUge 8l yrT| TR dodl @& g o H g8 faT 3T 25.04.2008 |
el averel @1 Wfide BT 9ol TG drel B eta fhar war| wasl aRee Afsh,
e AT 59 Wi @1 gfae Y81 © {6 a8l 5@ W Pz qed Afdd T g, gierd
B AR IR 77| 39 IRRAT § T DI Ta 1T 1R I1d AT Cer@R ol
SfhT @eT ST B fF ofR Sty wies 8 a1 uRReIfl srgae 8 9l 21 I9TS 8%
faear & A1 RN A Il @I | 986 & SR U Afdd IR SURerd g3l —
FHIHE IRR, Blel FT BT foar, mard # ggdT | |ardl o1 — “F B e 8,
i TG & IR § FIEHS 9a1 I8 817 URA HiEH © WY | I8 AT W J98f 9T |
IREI BT ATTLIHAT T8l A—FAT FAT A o — THT Al | AW B G BT
g I e SR gferw Ree & qafds doel goed oot o fdr Sryg Hfsh
qeI AT F=aT <4l & @R 9Ci H Y I8 AW 1995 50 H Yo @l AU ¥ a1 W
o7 | Wife enfer AR 9 S 9 1997 S0 # THg oI ¥ 9N &I gwATed fdhar
TN T4 F WRR B ke Tl T8 PR V&1 © | Jal Seeldd © b 571 ey #fsh
3TST WY STqg Sfel § |l BIC 8T & | YsTsl ol W3l AR SiTall # Y& dred 39
I & X Wl SIS A B Pl ANl & — SHBI UgArd SO giadid @
A W gl I Sl & Fg Ufdd — “HeTI(a ARy, HETAqfd & FE Bl areiddl
SHS HEIHR & HA H §HST § oS | gedl $I Ugls $I =@l gg Al R d&l el
RTHIT A1 W& AHEA AT — TR | YR SET & 12T STl R Tb dd [aaqsd
BIAT X&T| 8, &I Ig a0 o SNl @ b o & URY H H dNl &l We w3
gar f&ar o f& § e AR FERl & AR T8 g offhd R SRl &
TR &1 TNIHT BN el doax 3rawd Mara o i | aiddid @ %9 # @l | I8
famel fopar war 6 O @l €7 wdl 4 9 WX o gferfshar <1 sferdrer AT F€
FE I} I & Amarfedl & MY & BRO ART TRG B & | F@ b HH H AT &
T B AR AN DT & Glel T AR 3 § I© I8 FHSI H Ahelal el fb
g N9 g4afey € 5 &9 IR €1 ofR 9= ug offt O 9iedl g 9§ W
P |GHS IH 3 S | Ig FHSl B S8 A1l DI JRIERT F S, THRABI &
A b fow |Hd Q| gedb—hoo fRIT & G A A FHRId Dl
SUTRIT | JFfITarRT T S+l A URd I 3} UfcrRenfud 8l gt o, o drse &
fou ®o o)e feEmr S o1 T & AR & 99 & T IR—dR ISl I8 oO—
AReT SN U WRER | 9RGR @ AW ¥ AT < Al &1 galrd o | 9radid & o9 H
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Igd W At Y | WA $ g IeAed MY, AT aRaETdr B HEIt gAre e,
dra—dra § A8l T 81 Sl olfd R SU WHedR 91U qol fovg W @ B
A% JATH fHar TAT| T & AR @ A9 o9 I8 wxard e w6 g @ |
AT DI I@HR WH—UH Td U Pl AT B QI | IURIT STHTH DIEe]
TR ToRI ¥ §9 UG Bl FASH &I G R oW1 | 981 7l H Rerd argariia
I B B fdg AFGR Iradd B IR o qerl AT @Rl A Ue W0
T WRER' @ AR el | SAT U7 ¢ Al § HEl — I8 Al 3l a1d
df g9 g8 Jal gfer gl | bR I e fBar man b 59 o H gfo™
Bl ST B, GfeTd S Beg Bl I § AN dRdl © | A WX W@l | ARl A
WA S8 T BRI AT 999 oRfl | Rl ¥ I8 SR fdhar mn fb 59
ARG 999 & hls dRdls o dl S JIRig UR9 far S| smeed ar
9 AT O ANl & drd W ARGR’ IOl a7 IAH A, AlSl Bl ey fQd— garet
R SR T Ml AP PRA B | SWA—El—a@d Y eI Pl IgYd AT I8l
e =R 81 1| <HhT Al YE H{aTA Il I8T AT TAT ¥ IR Jad A, Afs,
3o AEN Tf TN B A B TS H A | I | @A B @A AREIAS
9as & TRI 3R BT URIT A GRT &1 147 |

“Well begun is half done.” ¥heT &1 favaTd ¢ 83| % T &R H dieadi &
ReM SR UQl, @M1 PEl a7 | 39 AAAl W g Al | 91 a8 @& o b

-

m—sﬁaﬁfsﬁ?gsﬂg
BT BTN I S | ST TSN & 9 A [T BT 3771 A1 g8 <@ S AHAl ¢ |
S o1 fafr FefRa @1 78 dor Il o g e &1 I e gern | f’iAFiE 25,
04.08 BT S T & AR & g Id AT ARl o7 | Nifgdl ¥ 3Fue W uRar #
et &1 I8 S A H gaerd aRdl H axed] dfSTT BT e of |

36




3O gl B UM & fog FMEiRa was § FA1 gaE &1 &9 o) 2 I, T & an |
CHT AN B Igcd H HOIGRI BT U Gl HIF PR Vel T A ifl iR TGl ug, e
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U Eod! 1 TSI dY 98 G WGl W TGHR AT Uid W& AT | fdT R H R A H o
WHI gadd TAT| 9T gad fhRol fIERAT a8 ASGM Al HE @ ® 36 IE HAR

IR, S99 WA 89 | oifhd 39 UIB & SR AT B SeWR B | g B ART
o # Aol &R o A1 Wd W W o | faen A’ & M R fBU U sMeE &
FHROT I o QT AT @ G o1 | QAT Ul g ga ofdl orafy d@ fRrem 9 g
& @1 UAREd o 98 SUdN 3R UIREd & 9§ of AR UMY g & od ¥ S9
Mg & Al & forg ff g8 gorr | fadie 27.04.08 DI IMARNY ISR Do Bl ‘DA

URY a1 |

T B YH B H TG qrel A IR FEAN o, gwend & a1 fIAl d@
G g & @l S TG arelt | IuE—3r BRI & fFaTel a) f3ar| Tita @ srare
gg RN TR 9 7 & 3a—HI< S BAR Bied A ToRl 4 [H—gEN Bl
R 2 o Ruen o word 39 g # I ISV | TRl o ggd I AR
£ JAMPR BART, HH & BIOR-IR BRI |

g arel & 41 R0 A0 I0—3MR0 910 HIO oo g ST BT AT, A &R
JTeH) T 91 BT ST aTell &1 | FedT Ifd 11 arell & gRT a8 T8 oY | g
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TR I bs DI @I BRI U | oIfbd 39 TIN H UAd A s Wil Agdl
BT ABANT RIS 8T | FEANT AT BT 95 § hT Al Bl gad NI 3T o —
T & B3 A AT IR dIdR THo! & ARIAT &l ST | 3R Plg AT Al
S B 99 ol | faHT® 29.04.08 @I Tem & wewdl A AT i@l W qwn afat
QT @M & ofl, WA dTet 11 & @R 9, <hl Al f @F1 R &) Raelr 381 o |
IS IABI IO 9T TG (11 9¥) 99 &9 ggdl 2, Al B ufoefd 39 |
gfeedl # fRwg T % 21 IFR® P WG I oIl RN Y B, URE, IR HeR
anfe &7 faaRa &= & 91 Mg A& a & AN & gRT & 9 fadRd dae &r
ot form 7| 919 WRER’ @ IR oME A1 B dfed gad 9@ SifEl # i o |
BT WR g8 I TSl AR A% A1 Bl TR’ AUAN Ugel Fl T8l AY 2

Rrem & ufd AEIfoTe Jera vd |EAnT @1 §d8f a1 a9 SRR g8 Oid 5@ aam
arel g 7 A forw ®fdY &R Uit @1 AT @1 | gRomH o | ST gt ® S8R
Jgdd fReR o1 Al 77 /U TR &Rl Wg forn | o @ Haed W S9®
R frlt o1 & yfieT B S@aR auf ugel g gy uRads ¢ @l I1e ST g,
QIfh I8 A1 SHIGT B, $I8l BT gIoTR QX1 A4 STl T & |

g H TE BT S Ahal & fb grad e bl b em & Ryurdl sFR qaT H
WRIAT GBI Al ST H A A8l 9297 | YN ORI 2, I R ©, A R g,
Afh ToR & A SR © | Aheral el oo ey fAerfy |

dkfrid >{]
HER® HRIHH UTIBR],
faer R uRArsrHr, S
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We thank all the officials at the state, district and field-level who shared their
endeavours with us. Thanks are also due to the representatives of the various NGOs
and the elected representatives of the local bodies, all of whom inspired us to visit
their program.

We acknowledge Ms. Spurthi Reddy, Consultant NCPCR, for writing this report for the
Commission.
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“Chaar mahine se padh
rahe hain, forward
nahi banenge!”

= 14 year old student at the
Shivmandir Bakliyadih RBC,
Jamui district.
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